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Hero, Trials, the Peach Garden—An Analysis of the
Archetypal Narrative Structure of the Trials in the Colonial
Period Novel “Jian Fei Reclamation”

Yi-heng LIN
Abstract

“Jian Fei Reclamation,” written by Taiwanese writer Shien
Shueh-Yu in classical Chinese, is one of the few long novels in the
Japanese colonial period. Shien uses the turbulent times of the end of
Ming Dynasty as the background, describes the protagonist Ju Jian Fei's
adventures, leads readers into the establishment of a secluded “new Land
of Peach Garden” which is cut off from outside world, and presents a new
realm set up in Ryukyu. It is a pity that the novel was not published in
its full length, allowing unlimited space of imagination for the progeny.

Against the current vogue of applying postcolonial theory to
Taiwanese literature, this paper seeks to use a different theoretical
approach, such as the mythical archetypal literary criticism, in the
discussion of Taiwanese popular novels.

The hero Ju Jian Fei’s adventures are parallel with other heroes’
adventures in world literature. But the unique part of “Jian Fei
Reclamation” lies in the author’s treatment of the ending. Although the
author sets up two places as utopias to which the protagonist aims to
return, the unfinished ending puts all this in a suspension. This reflects
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the author’s ambivalence as a Taiwanese under the colonial rule and
needs further thoughts and discussions.

Keywords: Shien, Shueh-Yu, hero, mythology, archetype, the Peach
Garden

68



	英雄、歷險、桃花源──
	由日治小說《奇人健飛啟疆記》的試煉之路
	論其敘事建構的原型模式

